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THE LINK

THE UNITED PARISH OF
HOLY TRINITY, ABBOTS LEIGH

WITH
ST. MARY-THE-VIRGIN, LEIGH WOODS

Website:

www.theparishchurch.com

We provide a wide range of specialist legal services. Our
staff can offer advice/help concerning Residential Property
Transaction, Wills, Powers of Attorney, Probate and
Estate Planning, Divorce and Family matters, Commercial
and Business affairs and Employment Matters.

Either pop in to our office at 15 The Mall Clifton to make
an appointment for a free half hour consultation or phone
us on 0117 9744100.  Also offices on Whiteladies Road, 
Henleaze and Shirehampton.  
Visit us at www.amdsolicitors.com

WHAT CAN WE OFFER YOU?

LAWYERS FOR YOUR
BUSINESS AND

FAMILY

APRIL 202024

THE LINK

THE UNITED PARISH OF
HOLY TRINITY, ABBOTS LEIGH

WITH 
ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN, LEIGH WOODS

www.theparishchurch.com

FEBRUARY 2019                     50p

Leigh Court Estate
Pill Road
Abbots Leigh
Bristol
BS8 3RA
Tel: 01275 375292

Email: bracken.wood@btconnect.com
Web: www.Brackenwood-plantandgardencentre.com

Open 7 days a week

The Garden Tea Room - open daily

A PLANT FOR ALL SEASONS – AND MORE

• Plant and gardening advice from experienced staff
• Most plants grown on site
• Colour plus quality and value for money
• Occasional behind-the-scenes tours
• Keep up to date via our website or subscribe to our newsletter
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Paying for The Link - could you do it online?
The Link Team have considered the impact of Coronavirus on the way we collect 
donations for 2020. If you have already made a donation by envelope then thank 
you very much - it has been gratefully received and banked.

If you have yet to make your donation, you may prefer to donate electronically by 
Standing Order or BACs. The benefit of course of a standing order is that you can 
leave it in place for future years, peace of mind for you.

Below are the bank details for making your donation.
United Parish of Abbots Leigh with Leigh Woods

Sort code 40-52-40 Account no. 00010334
Could we make a plea that as a reference you give the name of the road you live on

(NB distinguish Church Rd. Abbots Leigh from Church Rd. Leigh Woods!)
As previously advertised, the suggested donation for 2020 is £7.

We hope you find this initiative helpful; but cash is still acceptable if preferred
Many thanks,  The Link Team
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VICAR:  Rev. Dr. HESTER JONES – 01275 219838  
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  ELIZABETH ENGLAND 
Tel: 01275 373996  Email: admin@theparishchurch.com 
Hester is a part-time Vicar. PLEASE  CONTACT Elizabeth with enquiries for Baptism, Banns, 
Weddings etc., and news of newcomers to the parish. If you have information about those who 
are ill, at home or in hospital, who would like to be visited, please contact our PASTORAL 
TEAM, Co-ordinator Alan Shellard, 0117 974 1494,  alanshellard@gmail.com 

ABBOTS LEIGH CHURCHWARDENS LEIGH WOODS CHURCHWARDENS 
Barry England (Acting) 01275 372777 Michael Bothamley  0117 973 0072  
Victoria Dominey 01275 372234 Simon Holmes 0117 302 0096  

DEPUTIES       
Helen Cornish 01275  374521 Alan Shellard 0117 974 1494 

  Ginny Owen  
(Sacristan) 0117 973 3305 

TREASURERS 
Carole Nicholls 01275 373888 Barry England 01275 372777 
United Parish Treasurer: Siân Narracott   sian.narracott@googlemail.com   01275 375619 

Lay Minister: Rosemary (Wo) Hill 0117 985 2583  Organist: John Talbot  0117 942 8344 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL WEBSITE:   
www.theparishchurch.com   

Keep up-to-date on the events and highlights of our united parish. 

Dear friends, 
 
Following the advice about avoiding non-essential contact, the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York have issued a statement. They are suggesting that we put public worship on hold and 
become a “different sort of church” in the coming months to face the challenge of 
coronavirus.  William Temple, one of the great Archbishops of Canterbury and York of the 
last century, is often quoted as saying that we are the one organisation which exists for the 
benefit of its ‘non-members’.  In response to the crisis, we will be suspending public worship 
in both churches until further notice. Other activities that involve our gathering together (Lent 
Groups etc.) will also not happen for a season. But we shall also seek to serve all people in a 
new way, and so perhaps to become a slightly different sort of church.  
 
This clearly a huge and difficult step. We are looking at how we can support one another 
during this difficult time and how we can find opportunities to be a part of a loving, 
worshipping and praying community, while not being able to gather together. More details 
about this will continue to be shared: please check our Facebook page and Website for new 
links. In the meantime, if you would like support of any kind, or somebody to speak to or to 
pray with you over the phone or by skype, please do give one of us an email or call (details 
above). We are in this together and we need to remember that God is with us.  
 
On Sunday 22nd March, all churches in England have been called to a National Day of 
Prayer. At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we are 
reminded of our dependence on our loving Heavenly Father and the future that he holds. At 7 
pm this Sunday, we have been encouraged to light a candle in the windows of our homes as a 
visible symbol of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer. In place of our 
Mothering Sunday and Taizé Services in St Mary’s, we shall offer prayer in Holy Trinity, in 
addition to ongoing Morning Prayer, for the parish and for all affected by this situation.  
 
In relation to prayer, we have also put together a prayer resource to engage with, in light of the 
news that we are unable to meet physically together.  A booklet of daily prayer and reading is 
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It is with regret we will not be meeting for a while . We will keep in contact by email,  
If you want to be added to the email group please let Gill know  

Time Out is a Women’s group, of mixed ages, well rather older than we were when we first set 
up,  with lively minds.  We live  or have connection with Leigh Woods / Abbots Leigh. We have a 

mixed program of meet ups about once a month. New members always welcome. 
More info, or to go on email list and/or WhatsApp group, contact 

Gill Ogden 01275 602657     gillm.ogden@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY NEWS 
 

BAPTISMS:   None 
WEDDINGS:  None 
FUNERALS:   None 

available in the porches of both Holy Trinity and St Mary’s. Please join us in these rhythms, 
so that we might be reminded of God's presence and peace; and be prompted to look outwards 
towards those who are the most vulnerable among us.  
 
Please be assured that we will continue to uphold the whole church community and the wider 
parish in prayer.  
 
May you know that you are loved by our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
 
                       With love and blessings for health and peace from 
 
Hester, working remotely and alongside Wo, our wardens and wider team 

In need of Prayer? 
Anyone needing prayer or help is most welcome to contact  
Hester:            hester.jones2@gmail.com     /     01275 219838 or  
Liz England:   Admin@theParishChurch.com  / 01275 373996 

Caring for Pets 
I've had a request from the Community Vets, for volunteers for helping out 
with dog walking, short-term fostering and cat feeding, in case of need in the 
future. Could any possible contact me and with permission I will forward 
name and details.            Hester:  hester.jones2@gmail.com / 01275 219838  

Worship at Home 
A booklet of daily prayer and reading is available in the porches of both Holy Trinity 
and St Mary’s or directly from Hester - read about it in Hester's letter.  Check the 
website and Facebook page (if you have access) also for Hester’s recordings of 
various acts of worship. 
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Far From Heaven  
 
...was to have been our film. Now we 
have to wait awhile before getting 
closer to Heaven! 

The George  
Pete Aiton is now in charge at The George and writes, "Like everyone else we 

are in the most testing of times, but would like to think we'll pull through, 
because that’s what we all do!"  He is determined to keep the pub going but will 

need your help and support more than ever. 
 

As the pub will have to close it has introduced a takeaway menu which will be 
the key to the survival of the business by keeping the kitchen 

occupied.  Collection will assist the pub best but Pete can probably call upon 
the support of friends within the village to help those who are self-isolating and 

need a delivery. Please call 01275 376985 to order.   
Also now Sunday roasts - order on Saturday. 

 
The George Inn - 01275 376985 

Takeaway Menu (every weekday evening, plus Friday & Saturday lunchtimes) 
Available to collect 

 

Snacks & Sides 
Chicken Wings £5.50  Onion Rings £3.50 (v) Fries/Chips £2.50 (ve) 

Sweet potato fries £3.50 (ve) 
Calamari £5.50  Side salad (2.00 (ve)  Dirty fries £4.00 

 

Mains 
Tart of the week with a mini super salad £9.50 (v) 

Beer battered fish with chips, mushy peas & tartare sauce £10.00 
The apocalypse burger with cheese, fries & coleslaw on a brioche bun £10.00 

The BBQ Burger with cheese, bacon, BBQ sauce, fries & coleslaw £11.50 
Marinated chargrilled chicken burger with bacon, avocado, fries & coleslaw £10.50 
Falafel burger with fries, mini super salad and served in a vegan bun £10.00 (ve) 

Daily risotto as shown on the specials board £10.00 (v) 
Red vegetable coconut vegan curry with crushed cashews & rice £10.00 (ve) 

Spaghetti Bolognese with Parmesan Cheese £10.00 
Stone baked pizza – call for today’s specials £10.00 
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ABBOTS LEIGH WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
All meetings currently on hold.  Georgina is still growing plants 
for May 12th; that meeting will probably be cancelled, but she is 
happy for you to contact her on 01275 373644 if you would like 
some; she will deliver them.

For more details contact: Donna Butcher 01275 375378

Tea Time Special
Normally meets in the vestry at St Mary’s Church Leigh Woods 

at 2pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Inclusive price of £2.50 

Clearly we won’t be meeting for quite a while!
If you are interested in being included in an email group 

to keep you updated please contact Gill Ogden
Gill Ogden 01275 602657   gillm.ogden@gmail.com

Abbots Pool Working Party
The March working party was all about drainage, 
the guys cleared the drains that come from Manor 
Road and the drains that run under the carpark. 
The car park has turned into a bit of a bog after the 
last 2 months of rain. 

Clearing the drain under the car park caused a 
small flash flood to go down the creek and the mud 
washed out into the pool. A day messing around 
with water was enjoyed by all. 

. 
If you are well and not self-isolating please 

come along get a bit of fresh air and a bit of social 
contact from a distance. Keep an eye on the 
Website for any changes.                    Jo Chiverton 

ABBOTS LEIGH WI ANNUAL JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday 4th April 1-3 pm.   Postponed to 26 September

Items for sale may be brought to the hall between 11 and 12 on the day.

‘Children’s Society Boxes’
Sadly we need to avoid meeting. If you would like to arrange for a time to leave your 
box on your doorstep for me to pick up from a distance I would be happy to do so. 
(I will also gladly pick up for you a loaf of bread or pint of milk etc. on request, my 
health permitting). Otherwise, I will publish another notice as soon as the coast is 
clear for us to renew contact and empty your box then.
In the meantime it's as important as ever to keep filling your boxes!
Many thanks on behalf of the Children’s Society.                                 Christina Taylor

christina@imagexsys.co.uk / 07765 971948 / 01275 372790
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ABBOTS LEIGH CIVIC SOCIETY

We live in unprecedented times. Certainly, in the 50 odd years since I was ushered into 
the world by the midwives at Bloxwich Maternity Home in Walsall, staying indoors 

has never been a government recommendation. 
Unless you count the ‘Protect and Survive’ pamphlets and public service announcements 

that advised painting the windows white and crouching under the kitchen table on the off 
chance that the Cold War had been dramatically warmed through to reach nuclear hot; 
growing up in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s meant eating Findus’ appropriately nuclear-
orange coloured deep-fried filled pancakes. 

It meant Snorkel parkas, space-hoppers and playing outside on your bike – a Raleigh 
Chopper if you’d persuaded your parents your mediocre academic performance that year was 
the fault of the dreadful teachers at Joseph Leckie Comprehensive. A customised Halfords sit-
up-and-beg if you hadn’t.

I rode a second-hand Halfords Special. 
It wasn’t a time when toilet paper became the currency of panic and it certainly never 

meant being sent home from school because there were fears that you and your mates might 
be key players in the spread of a highly infectious and potentially deadly virus.

Unfortunately, times change and Abbots Leigh will not be immune to the effects of 
Coronavirus. Already there are some residents that are heeding government advice and 
drawing back from their usual lives in a bid to protect themselves and limit its spread.

‘Self-isolating’ is not a phrase I’d encountered before the last few weeks. It’s not one I 
particularly want to encounter again.

There are moves afoot within our community to help ensure that those friends and 
neighbours with little or no choice but to spend the next few weeks in their own homes are 
able to get hold of basic supplies. 

But in the meantime, please make the effort to talk to your neighbours and offer them 
support, help and advice. Some of them might not be able or capable of ordering their weekly 
shop on-line. They might need prescriptions picking up or an emergency supply of red wine.

If you really are struggling please don’t hesitate to call me – Paul Thompson - on 07903 
857 616 and I’ll make sure help gets out to you.

Let’s all pull together to make sure everyone that makes the Abbots Leigh community 
gets through this.

Oh. And don’t hog all the loo roll.
Paul Thompson, Chair, Abbots Leigh Civic Society

33, Dennyview Road               01275 373 115
You are warmly invited to come to the

BRISTOL SAVAGES
110th Annual Paintings Exhibition

Saturday August 29 - Sunday September 13
Open every day from 10am – 4:45pm. The Red Lodge, Park Row, Bristol. 
Entrance in Lodge Street. Entrance Free. All 

Paintings For Sale 

www.bristol-savages.org 
bristolsavages@gmail.com
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EVENTS 
On 10 March we were treated to a very entertaining talk by long-time Leigh Woods 
resident Peaches Golding OBE.  She told us how,, having been High Sheriff of Bristol 
some years ago, in 2017 she was appointed Lord Lieutenant, a first for an American. 
It was a fascinating insight into the demanding but rewarding work of the Queen’s 
representative in the City and County of Bristol. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
The QUIZ NIGHT on 29 April and the SUMMER PARTY are postponed until further 
notice. 
 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mark Rayson, of the Community Resilience Team, put out this message: 

 

THANKS 
Many thanks to Angela Probyn for the many years she has done a great job, 
contributing Leigh Woods news articles to the Long Ashton and Leigh Woods 
newsletter.  This magazine, produced by the Parish Council, drops through our 
letterboxes 3 times a year and is a useful reminder that we are part of the Civil Parish 
of Long Ashton & Leigh Woods. 
 

CONSULTATIONS 
Over the past month or so, North Somerset Council has been consulting interested 
parties about on-street parking in Leigh Woods.  The Council will now be studying the 
results of the survey. There has also been a separate online survey about libraries, 

LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY 

COVID-19 Community Support Group 
 
We’ve heard of many lovely acts of neighbourly care in our community, which is 
wonderful and which we hope will continue.  In addition, Leigh Woods and Abbots 
Leigh are setting up COVID-19 community support groups comprising volunteers 
who live in the area. 

In Leigh Woods, the Leigh Woods Society leafleted every household asking if 
people needed support and for volunteers.  We have had a fantastic response 
(about 30) from people willing to help.  These volunteers will, hopefully, by now 
have distributed a CARD introducing themselves with their contact details for any-
one who is self isolating and might need assistance, such as shopping or just a 
friendly chat in anxious times.  Ideally the volunteers will each be responsible for 
an area of households very close to them. 
 
In Leigh Woods, the support group will be co-ordinated by: 
 
Gill Dixon:  gill@mrconsulting.biz (07710 103 548) 
Mark Rayson: mark@mrconsulting.biz (07768 877 191) 
 
Both can also be contacted by landline on 0117 973 1842. 
 
If you are self-isolating and need support please contact your volunteer in the first 
instance; any problems let the coordinators know.  Many, many thanks to all the 
volunteers. 
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Old School Field - Abbots Leigh 
The Parish Council will be installing a dog waste bin in the school field which will be 
emptied fortnightly or more if necessary.  Please remember to keep your dog on a 
lead and clear up after it when in the school field as young children play there. 

The Green outside Holy Trinity Church 
The Parish Council are investigating ways to repair the green where vehicles are 
driving over the kerbs whilst turning outside the church.  The area is not part of the 
public highway controlled and maintained by North Somerset Council.  As space is 
restricted when cars are parked outside the church, the Parish Council are 
investigating the option of having minor alterations made to the kerb line of the island 
to avoid the grass being ploughed up. 

garden waste, street cleaning etc., with public engagement sessions around the 
county.  One proposal is that we should pay £50 a year to have our green bins 
emptied.  Have your say by visiting www.n-somerset.gov.uk/yourneighbourhood  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 
The police, through Neighbourhood Watch, send regular messages about local crime 
to members whovia email. They also send warnings about telephone and online 
scams, and how to protect property.  The have recently send advice about how to 
cope with the Coronavirus outbreak.  If you wouldlike to receive regular police emails, 
or the specific Coronavirus advice, please email ann@lowson.net, Leigh Woods 
coordinator of the scheme.  
 

TICK REMINDER 
Spring is the time when ticks become active again, hungry for blood.  Since there 
have been cases of Lyme Disease in our area, it is recommended that we take 
precautions when walking in long grass or through bushes.  See www.nhs/uk/
conditions/lyme-disease  
 

SUSPENSION BRIDGE VAULTS TOUR 
On Saturday 14 March a few Leigh Woods volunteers were taken down to the vaults 
underneath the Leigh Woods abutment, while being photographed for a new website.  
The Visitor Centre offers regular tours of this very interesting part of our local 
landmark.  
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
20/P/0174/FH  Southwood Lodge, Bannerleigh Lane, BS8 9HJ   
                                1-storey front porch.   Officer: Janet Jones 
20/p/0227/TPO  Trees.  Avonhurst, Church Rd., BS8 3PG  T1 – Pine: Remove lowest  
                          2 lateral branches.  T2-Pine: Fell. Officer: Jason Cox 

Abbots Leigh Covid 19 community volunteers 
 

A number of volunteers throughout Abbots Leigh are being coordinated to cover 
groups of neighbours along roads across the Parish.  The purpose is to ensure 
that people have someone to contact should they need help with anything such as 
picking up shopping, posting mail, urgent supplies or just to talk to someone when 
they are having to self isolate.  Leaflets are being distributed to each household 
giving a local neighbours contact number so that a wide network can be 
established.  Different groups may liaise through different ways whatever suits 
people’s preferences.  If you have not heard anything or want further information 
contact Mel King on 07876 502951 or Simon Talbot-Ponsonby 07973 147017 or 
01275 375250.   
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ABBOTS LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  The Parish Council normally welcomes 
residents at council meetings, usually held on the third Monday of each month.  The 
law requiring these has been relaxed on account of the pandemic.  We may be 
holding these meetings online over the next few months.  If you wish to raise anything 
to be discussed at the meetings please contact Julie Smart, Clerk to the Parish 
Council, in advance of the meeting.  The next meeting will be held Monday 20th April 
at 7.30pm either in the John Butler Room in the Village Hall, but more likely to be 
through a video link.  The Agenda and Minutes are available on the Village Website.  

Abbots Leigh Parish Councillors  Simon Talbot-Ponsonby (375250) Chair, Cycle & Foot-
path Network/Highways/Verges/Recycling & Rubbish/ Skittle Alley/Communications/ Website. Martin Walker 
(219530) Vice Chair/ Public Footpaths/ Old School Field/ Open Spaces/ Abbots Pool/ Transport Links. John 
Butler (373446), Village Hall /Public Relations/Street Lighting. Murray Stewart (372878) Community Groups/ 
Neighbourhood Plan/ Abbots Leigh Charities/ Civic Soc. Liaison. Robert Narracott (375619) Planning/ 
Conservation Area.   Clerk to the Council: Julie Smart (374442) who works out of the Resource Centre in 
Pill. Secretariat/Insurance/Police Coordination/Village Orderly. 

Donald Davies, Pill Ward Councillor, N Somerset Council 
My contact details are below, for those who need them, but I shall be suspending 
face to face surgeries until further notice both for residents’ and my own health, to 
avoid spreading any viruses.  My e-mail is donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

and my phone number is 07900 097671.  

Annual Parish Meeting 
Government legislation has been drawn up to enable these meetings to be cancelled 
or postponed until the current crisis has passed.  Therefore the meeting usually held 
in May has been cancelled for the time being. 

Planning Application Records 
Applic’n no. 
 Date rec’d 
  Target Date 

Applicant & 
Address Proposal Parish Council 

View 
NSC 

status Officer 

19/P/1715/FUH 
 12-Aug-19 
  20-Sep-19 

21 Church Rd, 
BS8 3QP 

Remodel & extend existing 
bungalow to create addnl 
storey at 1st  floor. Demolish 
adjoining bungalow. Rebuild to 
create 2 storey det. house 

Following receipt of 
amended plans, NO 
OBJECTION in 
principle but PC 
recommend steeper 
pitch on both roofs. 

Approved Terry 
Karampini 

19/P/1949/FUL 
 23-Sep-19 
  9-Dec-19 

Land at  
Kingcott Farm, 
Beggar Bush 
Lane 

Create addnl rugby pitch & 
training grids. Erect grounds-
man facilities in connection w 
approved rugby training facility 
(Ref 18/P/5161/FUL - varying 
permission 16/P/2607/F) 

Following receipt of 
amended plans - 
NO OBJECTION. 

TBC TBC 

19/P/3042/CQA 
 16-Dec-19 
  31-Jan-20 

The Cowshed, 
Glen Farm, 
Sandy Lane, 
BS8 3SE. 

Prior approval, change of use 
of agricultural bldg to Dwelling 
house with operational devt.:  
insert windows and doors. 

No objections. TBC Judith 
Porter 

19/P/3075/FUH 
 6-Jan-20 
  5-Feb-20 

2 Glen Cottages 
Sandy Lane, 
BS8 3SE. 

1.5 storey side extn to give gd 
floor accessible annexe rooms 
& 1st floor bathrm & bedrm. 

No objections. TBC Anna 
Hayes 
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Recycling and Rubbish:  
 
 
 
 

Check North Somerset council website under waste and recycling for your next 
collection. 
 

North Somerset Council have decided to introduce a £50 annual fee per bin 
for green waste collection later this year.  North Somerset is the only Council 
in the region that currently does not charge for green waste collection.  A 
consultation on the way to implement this is in progress until the end of April. 
Recycling Tips 

Recycle all metal items  
…such as old cooking utensils by taking them to the recycling centre near Portishead 
(closed on Tuesdays).  They will not be taken by the kerbside teams, they only collect 
household metal packaging such as foil, tins, cans, lids from jars & foil trays. 
Food waste 
The average family throws away about £700 worth of food waste a year; most of it 
ends up in landfill.  Please put your food waste into your food waste bin rather than 
your black wheelie bin.  All food waste collected is sent to an anaerobic digestion 
plant in Weston-super-Mare, which generates electricity and produces fertiliser. 
Plastic Bags 
…can be recycled at a number of larger supermarkets including a lot of food 
packaging & magazine wrappers which are not biodegradable.  Store the plastics in a 
plastic bag by your recycling bins and take it with you next time you go for a 
supermarket shop. 
Use clothes longer 
The average life of new clothes is only 3.3 years.  Only 10% to 20% of clothes given 
to charity shops are sold in second hand stores.  The rest is sent overseas. 
Clothes recycling  
Help local charities raise cash.  There are two clothing banks in Pill where bagged 
clothes and shoes can be left:  the Fire Brigade Benevolent Society, by the Fire 
Station and the Western Air Ambulance behind the resource centre. 

AT LAST !! 
 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

The Plan is finished and (subject to the good health of design and printing helpers)  
is now ready for your comments during a consultation period of six weeks,  

originally from April 6th to 15th May, but possibly to be extended.  
A short summary is enclosed with this copy of the LINK. 

 

The Plan will be on the Neighbourhood Plan page on www.pillanddistrictplan.org  
If you feel like looking at the whole Plan there will be several copies in the telephone 
box opposite the George. Borrow a copy for a day but do return it quickly for others.  

 

PLEASE MAKE A COMMENT - probably on-line! 
Are there bits you like? Is there something missing? Would you add anything?  

Do you object to any of the ideas? Can you give us your support? 
 

You can comment by e-mail to nhoodplan@btinternet.com 
 

Alternatively drop a comment into the PLAN BOX, also in the telephone kiosk.  
Murray Stewart 
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Welcome Pack  
New to the parish? Know of new arrivals? For a Welcome Pack, contact Leigh 
Woods: Lesley Nash 0117 973 4168 / Abbots Leigh: Nicola Stinchcombe 01275 
374523 or Nicky Walker 01275 374177 - or see Parish Website: 

www.theparishchurch.com 

Possible Conservation Areas - Abbots Leigh 
The Parish Council are exploring the possibility of introducing one or more 
conservation areas in Abbots Leigh.  Consultations will be carried out as ideas 
develop. 

Abbots Leigh Village Spring Clean & Litter Pick  

Following advice from Keep Britain 
Tidy we sadly had to cancel the 
litter pick and may hold one in late 
September.  In the meantime as 
you will have more time as we will 
not be doing so much socialising, 
please consider collecting some 
litter when you are out taking your 

exercise and taking it home and putting it in your bin.  If you would like to borrow a 
litter picker please contact Simon Talbot-Ponsonby. 

Pill and District Solar Streets 
The parishes of Abbots Leigh and Pill & Easton-in-Gordano have declared a climate 
emergency, as has North Somerset District Council. 

The two parish councils are working in partnership with a South West solar Photo 
Voltaic (PV) panel installer, IDDEA, to provide discounted solar panel, battery storage 
and electric vehicle charging point installations in the area.  IDDEA have been 
running a successful Solar Streets initiative in Frome and a number of other 
locations.  This is made possible by their being able to carry out a number of surveys 
and installations concurrently in the same area.  This can cover Leigh Woods as well 

An interesting information meeting was held in the Pill Community Centre on 12th 
March explaining the benefits and how they can offer cost savings through bulk 
purchase.  If you want further information contact IDDEA on 01380 726999 or 
info@iddea.co.uk or their website www.iddea.co.uk. 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM)  
The APCM scheduled for Sunday 26th April, 11.45am at Holy Trinity, Abbots 
Leigh has a new deadline in October so present roles continue till then. 
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FOOD BANK - MORE NEEDED THAN EVER 
In response to  an S.O.S from the N.W.Foodbank  I delivered a large consignment of 
foodstuffs and toiletries to Avonmouth last week which had been donated to Holy 
Trinity and St. Mary’s.  

The position there is grim. All of their collection stations have been  forced to 
close and donations have dwindled to a trickle. The hub at Avonmouth  is trying to put 
together  1000 parcels for people and families  who are having to self-isolate.  

So please keep donations coming to both Churches and I will ensure they get to 
Avonmouth. 

 Alan Shellard 

SING 
This poem was sent by Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM 

and forwarded by our sometime vicar, Rev. Tim Daplyn 
Yes there is fear. 

Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying. 

Yes there is sickness. 
Yes there is even death. 

But, 
They say that in Wuhan after so many 

 years of noise 
You can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of  

quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes 
But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi 
People are singing to each other across 

 the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 
may hear the sounds of family around  

them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of  

Ireland 
Is offering free meals and delivery to the  

housebound. 
Today a young woman I know 
is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighbourhood 
So that the elders may have someone to  

call on. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques 

 and Temples 
are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the  

weary 

All over the world people are slowing  
down and reflecting 

All over the world people are looking at  
their neighbours in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up  
to a new reality 

To how big we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of 

 the soul 
Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how 

 to live now. 
Today, breathe. 
Listen, behind the factory noises of your  

panic 
The birds are singing again 
The sky is clearing, Spring is coming, 
And we are always encompassed by  

Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square, 

Sing. 
 (Published in ‘Assisi Anglicans’ 

 March  2020) 
  



 

14 

 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111  POLICE  Local Police (Nailsea): 101 
Our Local Beat Officer is PC Justina Lewis, a local resident.  With her are Connor 
Aitkin (PCSO 9382) and Kate Turner (PCSO 7948).   Contact them on local non-
urgent matters on 101 (give their collar number).    
     If anyone wishes to volunteer for Community Speed-Watch they can contact PC 
Lewis at Justina.Lewis@avonandsomerset.police.uk  

They cover Abbots Leigh, Leigh Woods, Dundry and Long Ashton. 
 

Thanks to Justina Lewis who updates us with the following news: 
The police are having a shake-up of their team at the end of March, losing all their PCSO’s to 
pastures new.   Here, we welcome Connor Aitkin, injecting new (and young) blood into the team. 
Connor will mainly be covering the Pill side of the beat whilst Kate Turner, who has been a CSO 
for some 15 years, will be taking over the Long Ashton side with some overlapping by both.  So 
far this year, we have only had 10 residential burglaries across the beat (often a main concern; 
by far the biggest issue on the beat is violence - often domestic or alcohol fuelled when between 
strangers.  Also there has been a small spate of unrelated dog bites on the district;  here is 
some information on the subject:  

Dogs dangerously out of control (Section 3 Dangerous Dogs Act 1991) 
Even a dog on a lead can incur a penalty of (maximum) 6 months in prison and/or £5,000, 

simply by causing apprehension.  Courts have the  power to order a dog’s destruction and to 
ban a person from owning dogs.  Actual injury is an “aggravated” offence leading to maxima of 3 

years (injuring an assistance dog), 5  years (injury to a person), 14 years (causing death). 
Owners are urged to cover the letterbox inside with a mesh cage. 

 

Sarah Friend, your Village Agent ! 
Hello from your Village Agent, Sarah Friend. I’m here to help the over 50s 
to access information & advice. Did you know the Fire Service offers a free 
home safety check? Including the testing of smoke alarms and/or  installing 
smoke alarms (free!)? If you’d like a home safety check or advice on 
anything, please call:  
07422 078548 or 01275 888 803 (office) or email sarah.friend@curo-
group.co.uk 

Sing away the Blues 
Ben England, local conductor of choirs and orchestras,  

has established a YouTube page which you can join   
and sing your heart out (or just listen). 

He’s humorous, he’s fun and the music is easy. Check it! 
Homechoir.uk  
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****ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES**** 

 
Contact  ROBERT NARRACOTT -  01275  375619 - robert.narracott@gmail.com  

DESIGNER NEW & AS NEW SALE  Saturday, May 23rd. 10am-1pm. Abbots Leigh Village Hall 
All in aid of cancer charities.   Bags, Shoes, Dresses, Coats, Tops etc. 

For further information contact Gail Martin 07484 794 618. 
 

AESTHETICS.YOU. - Professional, doctor-led aesthetic treatments (including anti-wrinkle  
injections & fillers) by Dr Yasmin Lynes from her home clinic in Abbots Leigh. For further info  
please visit www.aestheticsyou.com, email aestheticsyou@outlook.com, or tel. 07875 504 843 
 
BRISTOL SAVAGES   110th Annual Paintings Exhibition.  Saturday Aug. 29 - Sunday Sept. 13 
Open daily 10am – 4:45pm. The Red Lodge, Park Row, Bristol. Entrance in Lodge St. Entrance 
Free. All Paintings For Sale. www.bristol-savages.org / bristolsavages@gmail.com 
 
NEW PILATES STUDIO at The Old Brewery in Pill. Mat Classes, Reformer classes and one to  
ones available. For more information visit: 

www.emmagreenpilates.com or call Emma on 07943 830 184 
 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & PLANNING CONSULTANTS  Cadplan Architecture, your local  
experts.  All types of projects,  new houses, extensions, Listed buildings, building plans.  Royal  
Oak House, 45-47 High Street, Nailsea. 01275 859110,  078900 58406  office@cad-plan.co.uk  
 
HAIR AT HOME by Liz – professional mobile hair dresser. Specialises in colour, foils, cutting 
and perms.  Mobile – 07792 971460 Tel – 01275 858152 
 
 
 

 

PIANO TUITION  John Talbot, experienced professional teacher, organist & 
choirmaster of the United Parish, currently has vacancies for pupils of all ages and 
levels at his Westbury Park practice.  Tel. 0117 942 8344  
 

 
 

OIL HEATING SOLUTIONS - Prompt, reliable service - routine maintenance to emergency 
repairs on Aga, Rayburn, Main, Trianco, Potterton, Worcester, Danesmoor, Heritage and 
Efel.  Oftec registered. Also boiler, tank & gauge replacement, upgrades, removal.   

Text a message to Neil on 07850 220588 or email: ohsthornbury@gmail.com 

The Mobile Library  
visits fortnightly on FRIDAY afternoons 

Leigh Woods Vicarage Road, 1.30-1.50pm - Abbots Leigh Church Road, 2-3pm 
CLOSED & off the road until further notice     

Ffi: 01934 426657   http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/leisure/libraries/
bringing-the-library-to-you/mobile-library/ 





BACK PAIN ? NECK PAIN ?
OTHER JOINT PAINS ?

Many other conditions respond favourably
to chiropractic such as:

Arthritis Sciatica
Menstrual Pain Whiplash injuries
Headaches/Migraine Hormonal Imbalances
Shoulder problems Structural injuries
Colic in Babies & many others

  For further information or to arrange a FREE
  spinal check &/or consultation, please contact

EMMA BREWER DC MMCA
McTimoney Chiropractor

07967 142030

How can it help You?



Vetted, Tried and Tested
Everything from Kitchens and Bathrooms

to Extensions and New Builds

TEL: 0800 08 300 80 WEB:www.buildersbristol.net

THE Authority on Quality
Everything from Kitchens and Bathrooms

to Extensions and New Builds

TEL: 0800 08 300 80 WEB:

Bristol Based Accountants.
Built upon reputation

Offering a full range of accountancy services 
for our diverse client base

• Audit & accountancy
• Personal tax
• SME outsourcing services
• Tax planning
• Management accounts
• Corporation tax

Elliott Bunker Limited
Chartered Accountants, Eden Office Park, 1st Floor, 61 Macrae Road,
Ham Green, Bristol BS20 0DD.
Tel (0117) 929 9931 Fax (0117) 929 2312 admin@elliottbunker.co.uk



STAARS7: Possibly the most 
money saving boiler system  

for oil and gas heating

…and it’s built-to-last! 
Typically, when you change your boiler you’d be expected to  

save up to 30% on your heating bill. 

With STAARS7 it’s now up to a massive 60% 
...and with the 10year warranty it’s WIN WIN. 

How do we do this? 

The STAARS7 boiler system defeats  
well known money wasting heating problems. 
In fact, STAARS7 takes on at least 7 of these  

inefficiencies which is why we call it STAARS7 

Money saving ∙ Built-to-last 

STAARS7 from the bright people at Standen’s 

CALL TODAY AND SAVE : 01934 832250

ABBOTS LEIGH VILLAGE HALL
An impressive and intimate building in the heart of our community and considered

to be the best Village Hall in North Somerset.

The hall is available for a variety of activities including private functions and has a
  e ible space in the main Hall ith a ne  and remo able sta e i in  an increased 

 oor area hen not re uired

A lar e kitchen ill ull caterin  acilities or up to  people and licenced 
for the sale of alcohol.

Sta e i htin , Sound System ith C  player and au iliary port connection, i   and 
oop System or the hard o  hearin   A  ed di ital HR projector ith an H MI 
connection, ired into the sound system, ith an electrically operated screen

A separate meetin  room is also a ailable seatin  up to  people

          
       

           
   0127  374 97





LOGS FOR SALE
£70 per dumpy bag (the big 
ones builders get sand in)

LOG BURNER FRIENDLY SIZE

Telephone Chris Allcock 
07770 754 622 (mobile) or 
01275 373562 (please use 
the mobile for preference)

Clifton
Swim

School
Established 1972

Learn to swim with Olympic swimmer & international coach    
Swim England qualifications & qualified PE teachers                     

with decades of swim-teaching experience 

Courses for children 4yrs & over 
Classes for non-swimmers, improvers in stroke technique & water 

skills.  Lessons in diving, synchro, water polo & snorkelling
Awards for distance, speed, Bronze, Silver, Gold & Honours  

Individual tuition available

Friendly & sympathetic instruction from professional staff, 
experts in small group teaching in warm & pleasant surroundings 

Clifton High School swimming pool, Clifton BS8 3HL

Enquiries and bookings

cliftonswimschool@gmail.com

07507360120

www.cliftonswimschool.com

2020 Swim Schools

Mon 6 April - Fri 17 April - 10 sessions, weekdays

Mon 25 May - Fri 29 May - 5 sessions

Mon 27 July – Fri 7 August - 10 sessions, weekdays



• Pension & Retirement Planning
• Investment Portfolio Management
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Protection - Personal & Corporate
• Estate Planning

We are also looking forward to running a number of free Masterclasses over 
the coming months. Our next event is focused on Inheritance tax planning 
and investments. If you would like more information or to book a free initial 
review please email enquiries@caplebanks.co.uk or call 01275 370300.

www.caplebanks.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Caple Banks Ltd. are proud to be your 
local Independent Financial Advisers.

We offer a FREE initial review and provide 
professional advice in any of the following areas;



Outline your wishes 
and safeguard your 
loved ones for the 
future

Update your Will if
your circumstances 
change

Need help with 
probate or probate 
disputes?

Home visits by 
arrangement

Jenny Pierce
Central Bristol

0117 929 2811

www.wards.uk.com

Jenny Pierce
Your local
wills & probate
specialist in
Central Bristol

wills & probate

WS_0332 Jenny Pierce 98h x 61mm w Jen Pierce.indd   1 24/11/2016   08:24

Barnes
Stringer
Osteopathy

Appointment available at 
Penny Brohn Centre in Ham 
Green and the Southville Clinic
Call 07584 570348 
www.barnesstringer.co.uk
info@barnesstringer.co.uk

@barnesstringerosteopath

We will:
• Design a new look for the garden 
• Build a pati o or outdoor kitchen 
• Replace old or damaged fencing
• Upgrade your lawn with new turf
• Carry out a full garden ti dy
• Maintain your garden with a
 regular visit

Let us help you make the
most of your garden 

this year!

NOW AVAILABLE 
LARGE FORMAT PRINTING

A0, A1, A2, BANNERS, STICKERS 
AND CANVAS PRINTING

Sales: 01275 810 388
sales@adroitprint.org.uk

www.adroitprint.org.uk

Unit 3, Avon House
Blackfriars Road, Nailsea, Bristol  BS48 4DJ 

Sales: 01275 810388
sales@adroitprint.org.uk

Accounts: 01275 374914
accounts@adroitprint.org.uk

Adroit Print
& design

Adroit Print in Nailsea offers the complete range 
of printing from Digital printing right through to 

full colour lithographic printing.

Books - Perfect / Wire / Stapled bound books  

Manuals - Safety / Instruction 

Business Cards / Letterheads / Newsletters 

 Leaflets / Flyers 

Monthly Magazines

Fixture Books  

Anything you need printed 

we can print it !!

Adroit Print
& design

Unit 3 Avon House
Blackfriars Road, Nailsea, Bristol, BS48 4DJ

Ring Jack or Jonathan on 0117 205 0602
Or have a look at our web-site 

www.pro-ti dy.co.uk



                        
70p

THE LINK

THE UNITED PARISH OF
HOLY TRINITY, ABBOTS LEIGH

WITH
ST. MARY-THE-VIRGIN, LEIGH WOODS

Website:

www.theparishchurch.com

We provide a wide range of specialist legal services. Our
staff can offer advice/help concerning Residential Property
Transaction, Wills, Powers of Attorney, Probate and
Estate Planning, Divorce and Family matters, Commercial
and Business affairs and Employment Matters.

Either pop in to our office at 15 The Mall Clifton to make
an appointment for a free half hour consultation or phone
us on 0117 9744100.  Also offices on Whiteladies Road, 
Henleaze and Shirehampton.  
Visit us at www.amdsolicitors.com

WHAT CAN WE OFFER YOU?

LAWYERS FOR YOUR
BUSINESS AND

FAMILY

APRIL 202024

THE LINK

THE UNITED PARISH OF
HOLY TRINITY, ABBOTS LEIGH

WITH 
ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN, LEIGH WOODS

www.theparishchurch.com

FEBRUARY 2019                     50p

Leigh Court Estate
Pill Road
Abbots Leigh
Bristol
BS8 3RA
Tel: 01275 375292

Email: bracken.wood@btconnect.com
Web: www.Brackenwood-plantandgardencentre.com

Open 7 days a week

The Garden Tea Room - open daily

A PLANT FOR ALL SEASONS – AND MORE

• Plant and gardening advice from experienced staff
• Most plants grown on site
• Colour plus quality and value for money
• Occasional behind-the-scenes tours
• Keep up to date via our website or subscribe to our newsletter




