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Editor: David B Davies,  The Summer House, 51a Dial Hill Rd., Clevedon, BS21 7EW.  
01275 873167 / 07814 074311  daviddavies512@gmail.com  

Advertisements: Robert Narracott, Trinity House, Harris Lane Abbots Leigh BS8 3QX 
01275  375619              robert.narracott@gmail.com  

Copy deadline: 17th of month before publication 
Distribution:  Abbots Leigh: Martin Walker 01275 374177  kitsilano70@hotmail.com 
 Leigh Woods:  Mark Rayson  0117 973 1842 mark@mrconsulting.biz 
Church Postcodes (for Wedding & Funeral visitors):-    

Holy Trinity, Abbots Leigh BS8 3QU;   St Mary's, Leigh Woods BS8 3PG  

United Parish Website  www.theparishchurch.com   
Leigh Woods Website   www.leighwoods.org   
Abbots Leigh Village Website   www.abbotsleigh.org.uk   

Paying for The Link  
Subscriptions due at the start of 2021 - suggested donation minimum £7. 

NB. Contributions for 2020 are still being accepted  too! 
Could you either please give your donation to your normal deliverer who will I am 

sure deliver it to the treasurer or make arrangements for her to collect it OR you can now 
make BACS payments to  

United Parish of Abbots Leigh with Leigh Woods:   
                                    Sort code 40-52-40   Account no 00010334 

Many thanks,  The Link Team 

Abbots Leigh Covid-19 community volunteers 

Volunteers are coordinated to cover groups of neighbours.  The purpose is to 
ensure people have someone to contact should they need help with anything such 
as shopping, posting mail, urgent supplies or just to talk to someone when they 
are having to self isolate.   For help and if you do not know who your co-ordinator 
is, or want further information, contact Mel King 07876 502951 or Simon Talbot-
Ponsonby 07973 147017 or 01275 375250.   
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VICAR:  Rev. Dr. HESTER JONES – 01275 219838           Contents 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  ELIZABETH ENGLAND 
Tel: 01275 373996  Email: admin@theparishchurch.com 
Hester is a part-time Vicar. PLEASE  CONTACT Elizabeth with enquiries for Baptism, Banns, 
Weddings etc., and news of newcomers to the parish. If you have information about those who 
are ill, at home or in hospital, who would like to be visited, please contact our PASTORAL 
TEAM, Co-ordinator Alan Shellard, 0117 974 1494,  alanshellard@gmail.com 

ABBOTS LEIGH CHURCHWARDENS LEIGH WOODS CHURCHWARDENS 

Victoria Dominey 01275 372234 Michael Bothamley  0117 973 0072  
Helen Cornish 01275  374521   

DEPUTIES       
  Alan Shellard 0117 974 1494 

  Ginny Owen  
(Sacristan) 0117 973 3305 

TREASURERS 
Carole Nicholls 01275 373888 Barry England 01275 372777 
United Parish Treasurer: Siân Narracott   sian.narracott@googlemail.com   01275 375619 

Licensed Lay Minister: Helen Clifton         Organist: John Talbot  0117 942 8344 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL WEBSITE:   
www.theparishchurch.com   

Keep up-to-date on the events and highlights of our united parish. 

 
Dear Friends, 
One of the great joys of serving as parish priest here, is that one never knows quite what will 
happen next; and I certainly didn’t expect to receive a phone call from the Hedgehog Rescue 
Trust, asking if a rehabilitated Hog could be released into St Mary’s grounds. What a joy! A 
few hours and a few messages later, found a dozen of us assembling at dusk, to be met by 
Sarah from the Trust, complete with cat food and kennel. Ranging in age across decades, 
watching with increasing anticipation, we formed an impromptu congregation, gathered at the 
turning point of the day, offering our services as substitute feeders, until the Hog could fend 
for itself. Eventually, Sarah enabled the Hedgehog, gathered tightly into a ball of spines, to be 
released from its container, and placed in a safe spot under a hedge secure, we hope, from 
dogs or foxes. We looked, we wondered, children present named the Hog Hugo, and 
enthusiastically wished him well before we parted. Soon, winter lockdown will begin for 
Hugo, and we hope that he will be sustained and protected until spring arrives.  

We shall soon move into our time of spiritual hibernation, Advent. That comes in this 
season of wider expectation, waiting for the promise of a vaccine that will deliver us from 
lockdown and threat of harm; and the way to this point we know may take us through 
unknown paths. Among these, Christmas may be rather different. We hope that more onsite 
gathering will be possible than in November; but also recognise that we may have to adjust to 
different ways of greeting Jesus the Christchild. We will keep our eyes and ears open for the 
signs of change and hope in our world, as in our parish; and sustain one another as we wait. 

So do wait and watch with us; please keep eyes on emails and website notices; we are 
excited to be wifi-connected now in Holy Trinity and soon, we hope in St Mary’s; and we 
hope to worship and to celebrate from there, gathering like the small group of us at dusk, to 
watch for the signs of the kingdom at hand in the ‘release of captives, the recovery of sight to 
the blind, and to set at liberty those who are bruised.’ 

                                 Blessings for Christmas and the new year  
                                                  Hester   
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We are sharing some pictures and light-hearted news on our WhatsApp Time Out group; if you 
want to join in, please send your mobile number to Gill.  

Time Out is a Women’s group, of mixed ages, well rather older than we were when we first set 
up,  with lively minds.  We live in or have connection with Leigh Woods / Abbots Leigh. We have 
a mixed program of meet ups about once a month. New members always welcome.  If you want 

to join the email group please let Gill know  
Gill Ogden 01275 602657 / 07809 281 542    gillm.ogden@gmail.com 

FAMILY NEWS  

BAPTISMS: None 
WEDDINGS:  None 
FUNERALS: 30.11.20         David March           Canford Crematorium  

 Contents 

Well done North Somerset Council  
A Bristol man received a 16-week suspended prison sentence and 200 hours unpaid 

work for dumping waste at five locations across North Somerset, including Abbots 
Pool car park.  Council officers first tracked waste back to where it had come from 

and then to a lorry belonging to CY Landscapes. No fine but £6,300 costs.    

PIANO SEEKS GOOD HOME! 
Zender piano, 6 octaves, about 40 years old, good 
condition, needs tuning.  Buyer to collect from Pill.  

Price: Donation to Holy 
Trinity, Abbots Leigh.  To 
view please contact  Robert 
Mowat,  
rob_mowat@hotmail.co.uk / 07803 149327. 

DINGBATS! 
A very big thank you to Emma Hales for entertaining us 
all with her daily dingbat on Manor Road. It has brought 
a welcome diversion and an injection of humour to 
villagers and visitors during both lockdowns. A 
thoughtful and creative contribution to the community in 
difficult times.  

Well done Emma! 

St George’s Flowers - Newly published 
over 50 pages of wildflowers from St. George’s Flower Bank 

A fabulous collection of paintings by  
ANNIE MORRIS 

       £10 (+£3p&p) Cheques – St. George’s Flower Bank  
    Available from:-  Pill Resource Centre, Baltic Place, Pill 

Annie Morris  anniemorris506@gmail.com / 2A Cross Lanes, Pill, BS20 0JQ 
Bob Buck  admin@flowerbank.org.uk 

All proceeds to St. George’s Flower Bank Local Nature Reserve http://flowerbank.org.uk/ 

mailto:rob_mowat@otmail.co.uk
http://flowerbank.org.uk/
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2020-2026 
The Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to North Somerset Council on November 2nd.  If 
formally accepted in early December it will go to a further NSC organised consultation in 
the New Year and after that to an independent examiner appointed by the Planning 
Inspectorate.   The submitted Neighbourhood Plan, Consultation Statement and Basic 
Conditions Statement are all available on the Village website, all updated following the 
local consultation which ended in September.   

The total number of comments submitted to the local consultation exercise came to 
210.  Respondents fell into two categories.  One category, termed organisations, with 30 
responses, came from national bodies such as Historic England, Homes England, or 
Environment Agency, or from organisations with some local presence – the police, fire, 
and health services.  Others were particular to the Neighbourhood Area – churches and 
voluntary organisations, for example.  There were also comments from developers 
expressing their interest in major schemes of up to 1,000 dwellings in the area.  These 
organisational responses in general welcomed the Plan, and made corrections or offered 
suggestions for clarification, but did not comment at any length on the substance of the 
Plan.    

A second category, Individual Responses came both by e-mail (130) and by 
responses made at the Drop-Ins held on successive Saturday mornings in the Village Hall 
in September (50).  Responses varied widely in length and focus.  Some addressed a 
single issue – traffic, environment, climate change, housing - and were only of a few lines, 
whereas others ran to four or five pages and offered comments both on the Plan as a 
whole and on one or more specific issues.  Of the 180 responses 51 were from Abbots 
Leigh residents, 53 from Ham Green, 51 from Pill and 18 from Easton-in-Gordano, with 7 
addresses not known.  Of the 180 individual responses 84 (47%) agreed with the proposal 
to develop affordable housing at Chapel Pill Lane, 46 (25%) disagreed with that proposal 
whilst 50 respondents (28%) did not express a view.  The Consultation Statement 
summarises the comments received and indicates where changes were made to the Plan 
as a result.   

‘You thought it was all over’ 
Also on November 2nd North Somerset Council opened consultation on the new Local 

Plan 2038.  This requires 20,000 new dwellings to be found in North Somerset by 2038 – 
and some of the options include growth in Portishead, Portbury, Easton-in-Gordano and 
Abbots Leigh.  The Parish Council is working on a response which will be submitted by 
December 14th seeking to make the NSC proposals consistent with the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Abbots Leigh Parish Council have formally thanked Murray Stewart for all his hard work in 
leading the delivery of a joint Neighbourhood Plan for both Abbots Leigh and Pill & Easton-
in-Gordano parishes over a number of years.  He has coordinated all of the input and has 
drafted many sections himself.  This has led to the creation of a Plan in which both 
parishes can feel justified pride. It has also thanked the steering committee for their 
guidance and the many people who have responded to the consultations about the plan, 
many of which have led to a number of significant improvements.  

Abbots Pool and the Bridleway 
Cars parked on and destroying verges have been partially blocking roads.  The Parish 

Council have asked NSC to investigate potential long term parking restrictions  
The planned Public Space Protection Order will include restrictions on behaviour.  It is 

planned to be in place before the next summer (party) season starts.  People who breach 
the order can be issued with a fixed penalty notice.   

Following issues with the routing of the National Cycle Route the National Cycle Route 
334 no longer goes along Manor Road and past Abbots Pool but has been rerouted to go 
along Harris Lane to join Sandy Lane and on to Portbury. 

 Contents 
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ABBOTS LEIGH WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    Contents 
Such a very strange year! 
Happy Christmas to ALL 
Let’s hope 2021 sees us back to some normality. 
Stay safe and Healthy. 
                        Donna 

 Donna Butcher 01275 375378 

THE BIG SWITCH 
 HOLY TRINITY ABBOTS LEIGH SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER,  

ST MARYS LEIGH WOODS, SATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER  
BOTH EVENTS START AT 16.30 – COME AND JOIN US 

We will not be defeated by Covid19. maybe we cannot get together at the Christmas Cracker 
to eat mince pies, socialise, buy a few last-minute presents and tree decorations but we can still 
get together outside to witness the Lighting of the Christmas Trees outside Holy Trinity 
Abbots Leigh on Saturday 12th December and St Mary’s Leigh Woods on Saturday 19th 
December 

We will of course be paying due heed to social distancing but we invite you to join us. 
There will be mulled wine available (bring your own mug if you prefer) carol singers and the 
opportunity to hang a star on the tree. We are starting the event at 16.30 on both days so that 
you can bring children along before it gets too dark. 

We are maintaining the traditional raffle and tickets can be purchased from Helen 
Woodfield on 01275 374521. There are prizes to be won on both Saturdays. So. forget 
lockdown, forget the gloom and the zoom, come and see the lighting  of the Christmas Trees. 
During the event, we will be making a collection for the Christmas Appeal for the United 
Parish and the Children’s Society. 
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ABBOTS LEIGH CIVIC SOCIETY  

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat 
Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat 

If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will do 
If you haven’t got a ha’penny  

Then God bless you 
I remember singing those lyrics every Christmas Day afternoon as a child. Generally, they followed 
a few hours digesting a ferociously hearty dinner (it was never ‘lunch’ in our 1970’s West Midland 
house) and snoring through The Wizard of Oz or The Great Escape. 

Grandmother would take her seat at the piano and the rest of the family gathered round as she 
smashed out a few carols.  They were sung with vim and gusto rather than any particular choral 
skill but we used to try and belt out Christmas is Coming as a ‘round’ with Grand-parents, cousins, 
Aunt and Uncle, Mum and Dad taking it in turns to reel through its lyrics.  

Even in those juvenile days I enjoyed its Yuletide message of kindness, of looking out for one 
another regardless of societal standing. In the rigid confines of its verse that message is initially 
expressed in fiscal terms before moving on to the reality that the simplest of actions - kind words 
and deeds - can offer just as much impact.   

2020 has certainly helped prove that point. It’s not a year that many of us would want to repeat 
in a hurry but if there is any positive to be snatched from its vice-like grip of negativity, then surely 
heightened community engagement - across the country and at all levels - is one.  Which is why, as 
a community group, it has been so frustrating that the civic society has been hamstrung in its efforts 
to organise the usual slew of village events.   

Our last chance to avoid a clean sweep of coronavirus cancellation this year is is Father 
Christmas’ visit to Abbots Leigh . A Covid secure grotto is being set up at The George and Father 
Christmas himself has put aside some time to visit from noon on Saturday the 5 th of December – 
lockdown restrictions permitting.   

Tickets are available from the team at The George and a Magic Postbox offering a direct link 
to Santa for your child’s letter will be open for the coming weeks. Please book your ticket 
beforehand as the appointment times need to be indicated on the envelope – for administrative 
purposes back at Father Christmas’ HQ in Lapland you’ll understand.   

Hopefully, even in these oddest of times, we can help provide some happy Christmas memories 
for our youngest villagers. 

In the meantime, stay safe, stay well, stay happy. 
Paul Thompson, Chair, Abbots Leigh Civic Society 

33, Dennyview Road               01275 373 115 

 Contents 

A Conservation Area within Abbots Leigh? 
The Parish Council have now reopened a dialogue with the Civic Society, to build upon the 
efforts first made by them jointly in 2005, all with a view to again establishing if a specific 
Conservation Area would be acceptable both to the Village and to NSC's Conservation 
Officer.  More details will be made public in the New Year, once we have made further progress. 

Recently the matter has been broached in the Neighbourhood Plan where a Possible 
Conservation Area in Abbots Leigh, referred to in Section 8.6 of the Plan, was widely approved 
of by the majority of respondents.  

The main benefit to the Village would be to bring far greater protection for the historic 
character and the architectural elements that make certain parts of our Village so special and 
unique. 

The steps to gaining a Conservation Area are long drawn out and set down in published 
policy processes; nothing can happen without wide public endorsement which we hope to  work 
towards securing during 2021.  
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Unfortunately, Covid has prevented holding our usual Christmas Party, which means we 
will be unable to meet many friends and neighbours to raise a glass or three together and 
chat. The pandemic rolls on, but we hope that larger social gatherings may start again in 
the Spring next year. Ideas are there, but we need a ‘kick off’ time from Boris! 
Though the AGM had to be postponed, we would love to hear from anyone who would like 
to join our Committee. Please contact alex@alexburgh.co.uk 
The ‘P’ word! 

On sunny Saturday, 7th November, residents were very angry as parking had reached 
an extraordinary level. Cars were left across the verges on Church Road, Vicarage Road 
and along almost the whole length of North Road. Bannerleigh Road too, had its usual 
pavement parking. Messages, photos and videos were fired off to the Police and the 
Council. Ashley Cartman, our District Councillor, was quick to respond and visited that 
afternoon to witness the dangers and inconvenience caused. The number of parked 
vehicles has escalated during the restrictions and since the Forestry Commission Car Park 
introduced charging. 

In the following week, Ashley and our Parish Councillors, discussed ways to bring in 
temporary restrictions until a formal scheme takes effect in 2021.  
This was published by the North Somerset Council on October 21st and refers to the 
parking review made throughout the Authority.... 
We have listened to feedback from residents and town councils and can confirm we will not be 
taking forward proposals for new charges at this time, but we will continue to look at the 
management of parking in North Somerset as part of our longer-term planning.” results showed 
support for parking charges to be introduced at Leigh Woods where a scheme has been called 
for by local residents for some time. 

Cllr Canniford added: “With different issues, including the impact of commuter parking, the 
Leigh Woods area has a much clearer case for introducing an on-street parking scheme now 
which includes pay and display parking charges and residents' permits. “The Leigh Woods 
scheme can then act as a pilot as we look to introduce resident parking schemes throughout the 
district, including in Weston, as the impact of on-street parking was a strong theme in the 
consultation.” 

Charging is expected to be introduced to the streets around Leigh Woods next year. As well 
as extending the review, transport officers will also look at issues raised as part of the 
consultation and investigate solutions. 
JIGSAW EXCHANGE. 
Thanks to Emma Burgh, who set this up to help keep us busy and mentally alert during the 
lockdown. There’s no charge and puzzles can be swapped or donated by visiting St Mary’s 
porch, where there’s a large box for storage. 
CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE. 
Laura kindly sent these links, which residents might find useful if looking for things to keep 
themselves busy at home. 
London Sinfonietta has a wonderful selection of online performances for you to enjoy this 

November - https://londonsinfonietta.org.uk/whats-on  
From Live Guest Readings and Masterclasses, through to Online Writing Weeks and Craft 

of Writing Sessions, Arvon has a brilliant range of online activities to help people find 
inspiration and keep writing - https://www.arvon.org/arvon-at-home/  

FROM THE NATIONAL TRUST 
Ash dieback has come to Leigh Woods. It is caused by a fungus that originated in Asia 
which produces small fruiting bodies between July and October. The spores can blow 
many miles away, which is what makes it so difficult to control. Once it ’s landed, the 
fungus grows inside the tree and blocks its water systems, causing the tree to die.  
Unfortunately, there is no cure, and while our rangers have done as much as they can to 
prevent the spread, it is difficult to control, and we’ve made the difficult decision to fell 
trees which present a danger to visitors. 

              LEIGH WOODS SOCIETY         Contents 

https://londonsinfonietta.org.uk/whats-on
https://www.arvon.org/arvon-at-home/
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Abbots Leigh Heritage Group 
Whilst sorting out the Abbots Leigh Village archive, we came across copies of the Church 
Road fact-sheet.  This was put together to inform the Heritage Group Church Road walk 
in 2018 in which more than thirty people joined and many house owners invited the group 
in to enjoy their garden.    The fact-sheet is a comprehensive history of the road, its 
buildings and many of the former residents and provides an excellent overview of how 
this key road has changed over coming up for two hundred years.  The fact sheet is now 
on the village web-site but if you would like a hard copy please get in touch and I will 
drop one by your house.  It is getting a little dated since there have been changes in the 
last two years, but there may be some longstanding residents who missed getting a copy 
at the time, and of course there will be new residents who might like to have a copy now.    

Di Stewart 
diane.stewart12@btinternet.com 

Trees throughout the woodland are infected, and so the initial tree work will focus on 
ones nearest the path, so you may find certain areas of the woods closed when you visit.  

In the long term, we’re working to restore the wood pasture in Leigh Woods, and you 
may already have seen red Devon cattle grazing nearby. (Edited from information sent by 
the Ranger) 
PLANNING. 
20/P/2223/FUL - Rownham House, Rownham Hill, BS8 3PU – Demolish existing fire damaged dwelling. Erect 
one of same size & style on same footprint. Officer - Angela Norris 
20/P/2460/FUH - Lingfield House, Bridge Rd, BS8 3PE - Demolish raised terrace (upper floor). Replace with 1
-storey rear extn (lower ground) with roof terrace above (upper floor). Construct new rear external stairs, 
convert derelict greenhouse to small gym, replace porch to rear elevation; internal alterations & external 
landscaping to rear. Officer - Janet Jones 
TREES 
20/P/2310/TPO - Nightingale House, Valley Rd, BS8 3PZ - T1 & T2 - Ash - Fell. Officer Jason Cox 
20/P/2354/TRCA - The Orchard, Bridge Rd, BS8 3PE - T1 - Quince - Reduce height by 2m, sides by 1m. T2 0 
Leyland Cypress - Reduce by 2m. Mixed - Reduce away from property by 0.5 feet. Officer Jason Cox 
20/P/2393?TPO - St Ambrose , North Rd, BS8 3PG - T5 - Maidenhair tree - Remove secondary stem. T7 - 
Apple - Fell. T8 - Apple - crown lift to gain 1.8 clearance above ground level. Judas tree - Reduce crown 
stems back to live growth. T10 - Oak - crown lift over footpath for 2.4 clearance. G1 - Yew - Crown lift by 2-
2.4m. Crown reduce by 1m. G2 - Yew - Fell and remove. G6 - Lawson Cypress - Reduce to previous points. 
H1 - Yew - Reduce height to 3.5m. Reduce side closest to building to 1m. Remove Ash. H2 - Cherry Laurel - 
Fell. Officer Jason Cox 
20/P/2415/TPO - Rosemont, Church Rod, BS8 3PG - T1 & T2 - Thuya - Crown lift to 4m. Officer James 
McCarthy 
 
 

WISHING YOU ALL  A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HOPEFULLY  
A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  

Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Following on from the lead taken by North Somerset Council, Abbots Leigh Parish 
Council have declared a Climate and Ecological Emergency to extend the Climate 
Emergency already in place. 

 Contents 

HUGO 
                                            By Alan Shellard 
 

We have a new neighbour here in Leigh 
Woods 

Whose name, should you meet him, is Hugo. 
He's taken up residence in the Churchyard 

Where only the most "well-to-do" go. 
He's rather a prickly fellow, I fear, 

And known to be very elusive, 
And any attempt to get up too close 

He regards as very intrusive. 

 
 
 

He winters in England but seldom goes out 
For most of the time  he is sleeping. 

His dinner is served at around six o'clock 
Though he's frightfully bad at time keeping. 

He's very security conscious, I know, 
And prepared if a fox comes to call, 

For Hugo the Hedgehog has such a good trick 
He can turn himself into a ball! 
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ABBOTS LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Meetings The Parish Council is meeting through video links for 

the foreseeable future.  If you wish to raise anything to be discussed at a meeting 
please contact Julie Smart, Clerk to the PC, in advance of the meeting.  The next 
meeting will be Monday 21st December,  but in January we switch to the second 
Monday in the month.  So January’s meeting will be on Monday 11 January at 

7.00pm via zoom . Agenda & Minutes are on the Village Website.  

Abbots Leigh Parish Councillors  Simon Talbot-Ponsonby (375250) Chair, Cycle & Foot-
path Network/Highways/Verges/Recycling & Rubbish/ Skittle Alley/Communications/ Website. Martin Walker 
(219530) Vice Chair/ Public Footpaths/ Old School Field/ Open Spaces/ Abbots Pool/ Transport Links. John 
Butler (373446), Village Hall /Public Relations/Street Lighting. Murray Stewart (372878) Community Groups/ 
Neighbourhood Plan/ Abbots Leigh Charities/ Civic Soc. Liaison. Robert Narracott (375619) Planning/ 
Conservation Area.   Julie Smart Clerk to the Council:  (374442) who works out of the Resource Centre in 
Pill. Secretariat/Insurance/Police Coordination/Village Orderly. 

Donald Davies, Pill Ward Councillor, N Somerset Council 
Thank you for all you do to keep our community safe. The pandemic will be with us 
for many months more and there will be difficult times to come, yet I know that we 
shall work together to get through. For safety reasons I’m not holding surgeries, but 
please feel free to contact me with any concerns you have. My phone number is 
07900 097671 and my e-mail donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. Keep safe! 

 Contents 

Planning Application Records 
Applic’n no. 
 Date rec’d 
  Target Date 

Applicant & 
Address Proposal 

Parish 
Council 

View 
NSC 

status Officer 

20/P/1437/FUL 
 10-Aug-20 
  21-Sep-20 

Leigh Court Farm, 
Pill Rd, BS8 3RA 

Retain timber chalet dwelling for farm 
manager for 5 years or on cessation of 
the farm enterprise 

No   
objections. Approved Louise 

Grover 
20/P/1882/FUL 
 17-Aug-20 
  20-Oct-20 

Flat at The Barns, 
Church Road, 
BS8 3QU 

Demolish existing dwelling and con-
struct replacement dwelling. 

No   
objections. TBC TBC 

20/P/2187/FUH 
 28-Sep-20 
  18-Nov-20 

8 Dennyview 
Road, BS8 3RB 

Erect 2-storey rear extn, 
new double gge & inter-
nal alterations to 1st floor. 

More info/plans   
required before    
decision can be made. 

TBC Ellena 
Fletcher 

20/P/2266/LDP 
 28-Sep-20 
  17-Nov-20 

Drybridge, Manor 
Road, BS8 3RP 

Lawful Devt. Cert. for 
building extn & to 
convert 2 out-
buildings for residen-
tial ancillary use. 

Concern re bldgs being used 
for commercial purpose.  
Request condition: only to be 
used as part of same dwelling 
& only for residential       
purposes. 

TBC TBC 

20/P/2270/HHPA 
 28-Sep-20 
  3-Nov-20 

Orchard Lodge, 
Manor Road, 
BS8 3RS 

Prior approval request to erect  1-storey 
rear extn w pitched roof that would: 1) 
extend beyond rear of original house by 
8m. 2) have max. height 3m.  3) have 
eaves 2.5m high 

No    
comment 
necessary. 

TBC Nick 
Urquhart 

20/P/2419/AGA 
 19-Oct-20 
  4-Nov-20 

Parkwood Barn, 
Sandy Lane, 
Lower Failand, 
BS8 3SF 

Increase height of walls & erect roof to 
existing silage storage area. 

No        
objections. TBC Jessica 

Smith 

20/P/2434/FUH 
 19-Oct-20 
  9-Dec-20 

28 Church Road, 
BS8 3QP 

Raise and replace rear garden 
terrace and landscape works to front 
and rear garden. 

Concern re 
neighbours’ 
lost privacy 

TBC Janet 
Jones 

20/P/2328/FUL 
 2-Nov-20 
  8-Dec-20 

Acres Holt, Val-
ley Road, Leigh 
Woods, 
BS8 3PZ 

Add attic & basement. Change elevations 
to dwelling under construction (previously 
approved under applicn 19/P/0547/FUL – 
Erect dwelling w det. gge & swimming 
pool. Construct access driveway following 
demolition of existing house & garage. 

PC to 
check with 
Long 
Ashton PC 
for     
comment. 

TBC Ellena 
Fletcher 

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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RECYCLING AND RUBBISH 
 
 

The NSC contract with Biffa is being terminated.  From April their 
services will be carried out by the newly set up North Somerset 
Recycling Company. 
 

Collection dates: go back to normal from 11th January.  If in doubt 
about collection dates meanwhile, check the NSC website, since dates 
vary across Abbots Leigh & Leigh Woods. 
 

Garden Waste  will not be collected between Monday 21st December 
and Friday 15th January.  Collections are once a month from December to February.  
 

Christmas Trees up to 2 metres tall can be collected in the first green waste 
collection from 18th January.  Remove pots & decorations! 
 

Recycling over Christmas:  The Councill will put on additional vehicles to collect 
excess cardboard generated by online shopping.  Please make sure cardboard is 
flattened so that it fits in the recycling box and into the lorries. 
 

Cards: Non glittery cards can go in the recycling box with other cardboard.  Or cut 
them up for next year’s gift tags. 
 

Wrapping paper, if it can be scrunched or ripped without bouncing back can go in 
cardboard recycling.  Avoid metallic wrap/ foil/ cellophane/ glittery wrap. 
 

Paper napkins & tissues go in your black bin, as do sweet wrappers, except foil 
wrappers which should be scrunched into as large a ball as possible and put in with 
plastic & tins. 
 

Recycling Centre at Black Rock, Portishead:  Closed on Tues.  (and Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day). Winter opening: 10am-4pm Mon., Wed., Thur., 
Fri.; 9am-4pm, Sat./Sun.   One way system: approach Portishead recycling centre 
down Valley Rd; exit down towards Clevedon Rd B3123 
 

Food waste:  No food in general waste!  Put it ALL (including turkey carcases) into 
your food waste bin.   In the general waste it would end up in landfill, as food waste it 
is used to generate electricity. 
 

Plastic Bags can be recycled at a number of larger supermarkets including a lot of 
food packaging and magazine wrappers which are not biodegradable. 

Calling landowners great and small: 
Is there a patch in your field or garden where an additional tree or two or maybe more could grow?  
Maybe a memorial tree for someone loved, a favourite fruit or nut for wildlife, a hedge along your 
fence, some shelter for the horses or a wild patch of woodland at the end of your field?  

Planting 1 tree per person in Abbots Leigh could get us to 1000 which would be a great start!  
Whilst providing carbon capture benefits and generating an asset on your land, trees also support a 
multitude of wildlife, above and below ground.  Please help if you can. 

For queries or suggestions or to let us know what you are already planting, please email 
AbbotsLeighTrees@gmail.com 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  The 2nd best is NOW! Especially as we will be 
losing most of our ash trees due to ash die back in the next few years. 

This initiative is being taken up following the lead of the Pill & Easton -Gordano 
Neighbourhood Carbon Capture & Biodiversity group who are trying to match saplings, grants and 
funding for tree and hedge planting with suitable areas for planting them.  

Facing a climate & ecological emergency, Abbots Leigh is working together with Pill & Easton
-in-Gordano and North Somerset Council.  Five volunteer groups have been set up to look into 
initiatives for our parishes around local food, energy, transport, carbon capture, biodiversity & 
public engagement, with a sum of money to fund projects which will have some impact.  

If you are interested in getting involved in on-going initiatives to do with climate change and 
biodiversity loss please email climateactionpill@gmail.com. 

 Contents 

mailto:AbbotsLeighTrees@gmail.com
mailto:climateactionpill@gmail.com
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  Contents 
  CHURCH SERVICE READERS READINGS 

06-Dec Advent 2    

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Worship Talbot Mark 1: 1-8 

10.45am  Zoom  Parish Communion  
Helen Cornish 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Gilly Crichton Mark 1: 1-8 

13-Dec Advent 3    

9.00am  Leigh Woods  BCP Holy Communion  
Ginny Owen 1 Thess. 5: 16-24 

Celebrant John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

10.30am Zoom Family Worship Talbot John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

20-Dec Advent 4    

10.30am  Abbots Leigh  Parish Communion  
John Dempsey Rom. 16: 25-end 

Alan Shellard Luke 1: 26-38 

4.30pm Leigh Woods Carol Service (Booking only)* TBA 6 lessons for Carol Service 

24-Dec Christmas Eve    

4.30pm LW or Zoom Christingle? TBA TBA 

11.00pm  AL or Zoom  Midnight Communion  
Vicky Dominey Titus 2: 11-14 

Helen Cornish Luke 2:1-14 

25-Dec CHRISTMAS DAY    

9.30am  Leigh Woods  BCP Holy Communion  
Michael Bothamley Titus 2: 11-14 

Celebrant Luke 2:1-14 

10.30am LW or Zoom Family Worship Talbot Luke 2: 1-14 

27-Dec Christmas 1 / St John Evangelist   

9.30am  Abbots Leigh  BCP Holy Communion  
Vicky Dominey Galatians 4: 4-7 

Celebrant Luke 2: 22-40 

03-Jan Christmas 2    

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Worship Talbot John 1: 10-18 

10.45am  Zoom  Parish Communion  
Christopher Sharp Ephesians 1: 3-14 

Sarah Sharp John 1: 10-18 

10-Jan Epiphany    

9.00am  Leigh Woods  BCP Holy Communion  
Ginny Owen Acts 19: 1-7 

Celebrant Mark 1: 4-11 

10.30am Zoom Family Worship Talbot Mark 1: 4-11 

17-Jan Epiphany 2    

10.30am  Abbots Leigh  Parish Communion  
Laura Parham 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

Adelaide Ferguson John 1: 43-51 

4.30pm  Zoom  Evensong  
Michael Bothamley 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

Gilly Crichton John 1: 43-51 

24-Jan Epiphany 3    

10.30am  Leigh Woods  Parish Communion  
Simon Holmes 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 

Alan Shellard Mark 1: 14-20 

4.30pm  Zoom  Evensong  
Annabel Watkinson 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 

Adrian Watkinson Mark 1: 14-20 

31-Jan Epiphany 4    

10.30am  Abbots Leigh  Parish Communion  
John Dempsey 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 

Helen Cornish Mark 1: 21-28 

6.30pm  Zoom  Night Prayer  
Ginny Owen 1 Corinthians 14: 12-20 

Vicky Dominey Matthew 13: 10-17 

07-Feb 2nd before Lent    

9.30am Abbots Leigh Family Worship Talbot Mark 1: 29-39 

10.45am  Zoom  
Judith Groves 1 Corinthians 9: 16-23 

Parish Communion  
Adelaide Ferguson Mark 1: 29-39 
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Worship on ZOOM  contact Wo Hill to get a link to these services.   
0117 985 2583 - woscarthhill@gmail.com  

Wanted!! A Parish Zoom Host: Wo will be retiring from hosting 

Parish Zoom services at the end of the year. Please contact Hester if you 
would be interested to volunteer as a co-administrator of the Parish Zoom 
for 2021. Guidance on setting up is available.   

 Contents 

FOOD BANK -  
AS MUCH NEEDED AS EVER - But WELL DONE!!      
Most needed items: 

Toiletries, Tinned soup, Tinned Corned beef or Chicken, Tinned Rice Pudding/
Custard, Coffee, UHT Fruit juice, Jam, Treats eg Chocolate, Snacks eg crisps etc, 
Toothpaste,  De-odorants.  Can’t get to the shops?   Money donations particularly 
welcome - visit the website: https://www.bristolnorthwestfoodbank.org.uk/   

                             Alan Shellard 
Many thanks from the Avonmouth Foodbank 

In need of Prayer?  Anyone who would like prayer or a chat please contact 

Hester: 01275 219838 / hester.jones2@gmail.com   
or  Liz England:  01275 373996  /  Admin@theParishChurch.com   

Welcome Pack  
New to the parish? Know of new arrivals? For a Welcome Pack, contact:  
Abbots Leigh: Nicola Stinchcombe 01275 374523 or  
Nicky Walker 01275 374177 - or see Parish Website: 

www.theparishchurch.com 

Pew News comes out weekly. Contact BEFORE Thursday:  
0117 974 1494 / alanshellard@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Pastoral Care If you know of anyone in Hospital or Nursing Home who would 

like a card or a visit, there are books at the end of both our Churches for you to fill in 
their details. 

Christian meditation is suspended, but could continue online.  Please 

contact Hester if you are interested. 
 
 

THE BIG SWITCH 
 HOLY TRINITY ABBOTS LEIGH SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER,  

ST MARYS LEIGH WOODS, SATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER  
BOTH EVENTS START AT 16.30 – COME AND JOIN US 

 

See the full notice on page 6 

mailto:woscarthhill@gmail.com
mailto:hester.jones2@gmail.com
mailto:Admin@theParishChurch.com
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Sarah Friend, your Village Agent ! 
Hello, it’s Sarah Friend your Village Agent. As we are all in Lockdown and unable 
to meet, I am still here remotely for you. If you need  help with anything  or a 
friendly chat on the phone, please get in touch. My phone numbers are 01275 
878180 or 07710 580751 or email sarah.friend@curo-group.co.uk .  Stay safe and 
well and look forward to seeing you all in person sometime soon. 

ADRIAN’S CHRISTMAS BISCOTTI 
Ingredients:  110gm plain flour, evel tsp baking 
powder, pinch of salt, 25gm ground almonds, 50gm 
pistachios, 75gm golden caster sugar, 1 egg lightly 
beaten, a handful of dried cranberries. 
Method: Sift flour, baking powder & salt into a large 
bowl. Add ground almonds, pistachios, cranberries and 
sugar. Give it a good mix, then add the egg and mix it 
together first with a wooden spoon.  Then using your 
hands knead it to bring the mixture together to form a smooth dough. It will feel a bit 
dry to start with but keep going until it has the texture of marzipan. Place the dough 
on a lightly floured surface and, using your hands, roll it into a log about 22cm long. 
Put it on a baking tray and bake for 25 minutes at 160C. Transfer to a cooling tray 
and leave until completely cold. Use a serrated knife to cut into diagonal slices about 
1cm wide. Place them back in the oven on the baking tray and bake for another 20 
minutes at 130C until pale gold and crisp. Don't overdo the second baking as they will 
become too hard and be a bit of a dental challenge. Transfer biscotti to the cooling 
tray and when cold, store in an airtight container. They will keep until Christmas. 

Don’t despair if they are rather hard, just dunk them into a glass of dessert wine 
and enjoy. 

 Contents 

mailto:sarah.friend@curo-group.co.uk
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****ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES**** 
Contact  ROBERT NARRACOTT -  01275  375619 - robert.narracott@gmail.com 

THE GARDEN PROJECT. Local gardeners specialising in environmentally conscious garden 
design and maintenance. From specialist pruning, lawn care and weeding, to total garden 
makeovers, we offer a huge range of services. Please get in touch to discuss your outdoor  
space and how we can help. Stephanie@thegardenprojectuk.com - 07525 085 167 – 
 www.thegardenprojectuk.com 
PRIVATE YOGA LESSONS – experienced yoga teacher providing private one to one lessons 
at your home or her Leigh Woods home/studio for GBP40 per session.  

Please contact Sarah on 07508 064492. 
TREE FELLAS: TREE & GARDEN SERVICES. City & Guilds qualified, fully insured: all 
aspects of tree works - crown thinning, raising or lifting; formative tree pruning, precision tree 
felling.  Gardening - all aspects: hedge/shrub pruning, lawn care, fencing, raised beds.  Local 
refs. available.   Emergency call out.   Tel. 07557 365661 
INDEPENDENT ROOFING SURVEYOR & PROJECT MANAGER  Kevin Allen M.I.o.R.  
Specialist in the repair and refurbishment of slate, tile, flat and lead roof coverings.   
                                                         Kevin Allen 07760 882329 / kevinallenps@yahoo.co.uk  
AESTHETICS.YOU. - Professional, doctor-led aesthetic treatments (including anti-wrinkle  
injections & fillers) by Dr Yasmin Lynes from her home clinic in Abbots Leigh. For further info  
please visit www.aestheticsyou.com, email aestheticsyou@outlook.com, or tel. 07875 504 843 
NEW PILATES STUDIO at The Old Brewery in Pill. Mat Classes, Reformer classes and one to  
ones available. For more information visit: 

www.emmagreenpilates.com or call Emma on 07943 830 184 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & PLANNING CONSULTANTS  Cadplan Architecture, your local  
experts.  All types of projects,  new houses, extensions, Listed buildings, building plans.  Royal  
Oak House, 45-47 High Street, Nailsea. 01275 859110,  078900 58406  office@cad-plan.co.uk  
HAIR AT HOME by Liz – professional mobile hair dresser. Specialises in colour, foils, cutting 
and perms.  Mobile – 07792 971460 Tel – 01275 858152 

PIANO TUITION  John Talbot, experienced professional teacher, organist & choirmaster 
of the United Parish, currently has vacancies for pupils of all ages and levels at his 
Westbury Park practice.  Tel. 0117 942 8344  

OIL HEATING SOLUTIONS - Prompt, reliable service - routine maintenance to emergency 
repairs on Aga, Rayburn, Main, Trianco, Potterton, Worcester, Danesmoor, Heritage and 
Efel.  Oftec registered. Also boiler, tank & gauge replacement, upgrades, removal.   

Text a message to Neil on 07850 220588 or email: ohsthornbury@gmail.com 

The Mobile Library  visits 2-weekly on FRIDAY afternoons 
November 27; December 11;  January 8, 27 

Leigh Woods Vicarage Road, 1.30-1.50pm - Abbots Leigh Church Road, 2-3pm 
‘Click & Collect’ only service. Under current rules, customers cannot board the 

mobile library but can collect pre-ordered books, at an agreed time, from their stop. 
For more info.: 01275 888 864 / mobile.library@n-somerset.gov.uk. Please do not 

visit the mobile library unless you have books to collect.  If you think your 
service may be affected call 01934 426 834 Email: libraries@n-somerset.gov.uk  

Do you love WORDS (or know someone who does)? 
Would you like to join like-minded people and listen to 

Stories  -  Poetry  -  Prose 
Maybe even share your favourite piece and let us know why you enjoy it.   

If so, then join us virtually via Zoom with Michael Loader of Somerset Storyfest  
an engaging storyteller who has worked in education and the arts for the past 30 years  

15th December 2020     2.00 - 3.00pm      
To register interest and for further info, please contact your Village Agent:    

Sarah Friend – 07422 078548 – sarah@wern.org.uk  

 Contents 

mailto:Stephanie@thegardenprojectuk.com
http://www.thegardenprojectuk.com/
mailto:kevinallenps@yahoo.co.uk
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Chiropractic 
 
 
 

THEMcTIMONEYWAY 
 

How can it help You?  

 

 

 
 

 

BACK PAIN ? NECK PAIN ? 
OTHER JOINT PAINS ? 

Many other conditions respond favourably  
to chiropractic such as:  

 
 
 

 Arthritis  Sciatica  
 Menstrual Pain  Whiplash injuries  
 Headaches/Migraine  Hormonal Imbalances  
 Shoulder problems  Structural injuries  
 Colic in Babies  & many others  
 
For further information or to arrange a FREE 
spinal check &/or consultation, please contact 

EMMA BREWER DC MMCA 
McTimoney Chiropractor  

07967 142030 

 Contents 
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ABBOTS LEIGH VILLAGE HALL 
An impressive and intimate building in the heart of our community and considered 

to be the best Village Hall in North Somerset. 

The hall is available for a variety of activities including private functions and has a 
flexible space in the main Hall with a new and removable stage giving an increased 

floor area when not required. 

A large kitchen will full catering facilities for up to 100 people and licensed            
for the sale of alcohol. 

Stage Lighting, Sound System with CD player and auxiliary port connection, wifi 
and Loop System for the hard of hearing. A fi xed digital HR projector with an 

HDMI connection, wired into the sound system, with an electrically operated screen. 

A separate meeting room is also available seating up to 12 people 

For printed specification and booking form please see the         
Abbots Leigh website or contact our resident  

caretakers John and Jan who will also be pleased to show             
you around.  Tel:  01275 374597 
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